MORE ADVICE?

If you have any concerns or questions
about asbestos, please talk to us,
tel: 01452 505359
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Please contact the Oxbode Office on 01452 505359 if you need this
document translated, in large print, Braille or audio tape.
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our promr’,se to You
ﬁ

we  will vespond to all veports of
suspected asbestos within 4 working
days

( we will ensure that your health and
sofety s our main priority

/ we will visit you If you are concerned
about asbestos

/ We will provide you with information
on all the Lssues about asbestos

J we have carried out a detailed survey
of all properties more than 10 years old

What is asbestos?

Asbestos is a natural mineral made up of small
fibres. Asbestos has been used in the past and
up until the mid 1980s in many areas of the
home and in industry.

When asbestos becomes damaged it releases
fibres into the air, which can cause problems if
breathed in.

Due to the age of our properties, (99% were
built after 1985) it is extremely unlikely that
your home contains any asbestos.

Where might asbestos be?

If your home was built after 1986 it is
extremely unlikely that any asbestos products
were used when your home was built. In
general, asbestos is mainly found in roofing
and flooring products, artexing, floor tiles, pipe
lagging and guttering and downpipes. The
asbestos used in these products is known as
white asbestos and is the least likely to cause
any health problems.

Why was asbestos used?

It is very good for thermal insulation and fire
protection. One of the most common products
is asbestos cement. Flat or corrugated
asbestos sheets were used for garage and
shed roofs and walls. Moulded asbestos
cement was used for cold water tanks, external
rainwater pipes, guttering and roofing tiles.

Why is asbestos a problem now?

Asbestos, which is sealed, in good condition
and kept undisturbed, is not a problem, indeed
it may be more dangerous to remove it and
cause unnecessary disturbance.

The possible adverse health effects related to
asbestos have been known for some time,
although research has been slow because it
takes many years for the symptoms to appear.

The most vulnerable people are those who
work with asbestos without protection.

None of our properties contain blue
or brown asbestos, which is the
most hazardous to health.

Due to the age of our properties it is
extremely unlikely that your home contains
any asbestos. We have acted promptly and
properly to make sure you are not at risk.

Will all asbestos be removed?

If asbestos is present it is very unlikely that
the levels of asbestos fibres found will be
harmful but just to make sure we have
carried out a detailed inspection of every
property built before 1986.

For all other properties we will carry out a
visual inspection as part of our stock
appraisal surveys. If we find any asbestos
there is no need for it to be removed. The
most important thing is to ensure that it is
kept in good condition and left undisturbed.

In extreme situations it may be necessary to
repair or remove the asbestos under
controlled conditions. We will remove
asbestos as part of any future planned
maintenance contracts wherever this is
practicable.



